
welcome to

All Saints’ church

Babworth

Often known as “the church in the woodland”, the 
900+ year old All Saints’ is set in an idyllic and 
rather isolated situation on what was, 200 years 
ago, the main and only road from the west into 
Retford.

In this quintessentially rural English setting, “far 
from the madding crowd’s ignoble strife”, the 
church has been tucked away from the A620/B6420 junction since the ancient main road 
was bypassed.  Today, this seclusion makes it a gem amongst country churches and a 
favourite venue for weddings and baptisms.

However, the church has not passed down the centuries unnoticed for it has a 
considerable historical significance.  The dismissal of the Rector of Babworth, Revd 
Richard Clyfton (Rector from 1555-1605) for preaching Separatism (separation from 
the Church of England) ultimately led, via the Pilgrim Fathers, to the foundation of the 
United States of America.

The Pilgrim Fathers Church
The Pilgrim Movement originated in the rectory and church of Babworth.  Revd Clyfton 
lived in the old rectory which is now the splendid and much-expanded Haygarth House.  
It can be seen to the right as you approach along the bridle path which was once the 
main road to Retford.  William Bradford, who was later Governor of Plymouth Colony, 
Massachusetts, would walk twelve miles from Austerfield to hear Clyfton’s preaching 
and William Brewster, who also sailed on the Mayflower, would walk nine miles from 
Scrooby.  The Pilgrim Way, to the left as you face church, was the lane down which the 
two future Pilgrim Fathers arrived.

The church was originally built in the Norman era, around 1100.  However, much of the 
structure you see today was built or rebuilt in the 15th century.  The church was partially 
restored in 1859 and completely restored in 1877.



The Porch (1)
A plaque in the church porch records the visit 
of 152 members of the General Society of 
Mayflower Descendents in 1955 who came, 
they inform us, by planes.

The Font (2)
The medieval-looking font on the left, 
immediately inside the door, is in fact a 19th 
century memorial to a descendant of the landed 
and wealthy Bridgeman-Simpson family who 
held the gift of the All Saints’ living for many 
years.  The font cover is made from the same 
wood as the Mayflower II, which sailed the 1620 
route from Plymouth to New Plymouth in 1957.

The Millennium Board of Rectors (3)
The Millennium Board of Rectors to the right of the font records an early 12th century 
legal deed signed by “Richard, Priest of Babwrd” and goes on to list the Rectors of the 
parish from 1270.

The Ringing Chamber (4)
Immediately above the font, the ringing chamber holds a peal of six bells.  One is 
dedicated to Richard Clyfton “a grave and revered preacher” (the words of William 
Bradford) and was donated by the General Society of the Mayflower Descendants.

The magnificent stained glass window shedding its glorious light on the ringing chamber 
was made by Charles Kempe.  His stutter made him unsuitable for the clergy and turned 
him instead to the manufacture of church windows.

The Nave (5)
As you walk around church, notice the faces at the top of the columns in the nave 
arches.  These curious carvings date from the 15th century.

The North Wall (6)
Two items of Pilgrim Fathers memorabilia can be found on the north side of the church.  
A picture of Separatists walking to Babworth Church was painted in the 1960’s by an 
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inmate of Ranby prison who apparently used prison staff and even the prison governor’s 
wife as his models.  He also illicitly appropriated a lecture room blackboard for his 
“canvas”.  At the side of the organ stands a scale model of the Mayflower made with 
14,000 matchsticks also by an inmate of the prison.  Another interesting feature of the 
north wall is the memorial window to Revd Edmund Jessop, Rector from 1950 to 1984, 
who did so much to revive the American connection with Babworth.

The Chancel (7)
In the chancel and sanctuary, to the delight of visiting children, there are several 
examples of the carved mouse trademark of Robert “Mousey” Thompson, the celebrated 
19th century church furniture maker.

An impressive stained glass window by Eginton, a Georgian stained glass maker, 
colours the altar from the east wall.  The two large memorial windows on the south wall 
are by William Wailes and commemorate, once again, members of the Bridgeman-
Simpson family.  Also see the 15th century piscina in the south wall of the sanctuary.

Silver Chalice and Paten
Not on show for security reasons are two other connections with the Pilgrim Fathers.  
A silver chalice and paten were discovered in 1950 when the floor in front of the organ 
was being repaired.  They were made by silver manufacturers in York and Lincoln when 
Elizabeth I was on the throne.  It is very likely that the chalice and paten – surely used 
by Clyfton – were buried during the Civil War when both the Cromwellian and Royalist 
forces were looting churches for their silverware and exchanging them for arms abroad.  
Babworth Church was particularly vulnerable because it stood near the original Great 
North Road before it was diverted through Retford.

A further precious item is a copy of the Geneva Bible, otherwise known as the “Breeches 
Bible” from the text of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden becoming aware of their 
nakedness and making themselves “breeches”.

The Churchyard
Outside the church, the churchyard and its extensions beyond the Pilgrim Way and 
the grounds of Haygarth House are a mass of snowdrops in late winter.  These have 
accreted over the years to make a spectacular show.  An annual Snowdrop Weekend, 
instituted some ten years ago, continues each year on the second weekend in February.  
A short walk to admire the surroundings is followed by refreshments, a short talk on 
the Babworth connection with the Pilgrim Fathers, a chance to meet old and new 



acquaintances and an opportunity to absorb the beauty and atmosphere of the church.  
As winter rolls through to spring, primroses, daffodils and bluebells create a colourful 
backdrop to the ancient church.

Services
The church is open for Sunday worship, for weddings, baptisms and funerals and for 
interested visitors on Saturday afternoons during the summer months.

All Saints’ has a further distinction to this day.  It is one of the very few churches in 
the local area which continues to use the 1662 Book of Common Prayer for its main 
services and to read the lessons from the 1611 Authorised Version of the Bible.  This 
version, known as the King James Bible, celebrated its 400th anniversary in 2011.  The 
sonorous words and phrases of these two national icons which featured so much in 
the royal wedding of Prince William and Catherine Middleton can be heard weekly at 
All Saints’.  Come to a service and hear them - and you’ll find the welcome warm and 
friendly too.

We hope that you have enjoyed your visit.  

Please do sign the Visitors’ Book before you leave.

Service Times
 1st Sunday of the month    6:30pm Evensong
       (May to September)

 2nd Sunday of the month  11:00am Holy Communion

 3rd Sunday of the month  11:00am Matins

 4th Sunday of the month  11:00am Holy Communion
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